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Untouched Crime Scene versus a Staged Crime Scene
Criminal investigations require that all the necessary evidence be preserved so that it can be used during a case hearing in a court of law. The evidence that is found should be well guarded by the authorities and all parties involved in the investigation (Genge, 2008). One of the most important parts of any criminal investigations is a crime scene. A crime scene is basically a place where the crime is believed to have occurred. It is at the crime scene where evidence supporting the crime occurred is likely to be obtained. In fact, the importance of a crime scene has led the investigators to always keep the place out of bounds. Only the authorized persons are allowed to access the place as they carry out their investigations (Poelman, Akman, Lukosch & Jonker, 2012). Criminals, however, may commit a criminal act and then stage a crime scene in order to cover their criminal activities and avoid facing the law. This paper provides an analysis of the contrast between an untouched crime scene and a staged crime scene.
A staged crime scene does not have the original sequences of events that led to the crime. This means that a crime perpetrator may commit a crime and then try to fake it so that investigations do not involve him or her. For instance, a person may commit murder in case of an argument and then make it look like it was an accident. In fact, the person who committed the murder may make the dead person hold the gun so that it looks as though he shot themselves and died. This is a true definition of a staged crime scene as it will take experienced investigators a lot of time to discover that it was indeed a homicide and not a suicide (Chancellor & Graham, 2014). It is very different from an untouched crime scene in that in the latter, the investigation would definitely lead to confirmation of the exact thing that happens. If the untouched crime scene physically shows suicide, even the forensic analysis is likely to point to a suicide of the victim.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A staged crime scene may also have a different location from where the actual crime took place. In a murder case, for instance, the body of a victim may be found on the roadside. This place will definitely be marked as a crime scene. The victim may have been murdered in a different location for example in their house, in a club and their body dumped by the roadside by the perpetrator in order to ensure that the investigators do not know the actual person who committed the crime and the location. This will lead to a detour for the investigators who may concentrate on carrying investigations at the staged crime scene (Poelman, Akman, Lukosch & Jonker, 2012). Proper investigations especially forensic analysis will definitely reveal that the current scene is staged and not the original scene where the crime took place. On the other hand, untouched crime scene has the same location even after analysis of the investigations concerning that particular crime. It will reveal that the same place as the only scene where the crime must have occurred and not anywhere else (Genge, 2008). Therefore, the untouched crime scene provides enough evidence that supports a certain crime being committed at that location where it is believed to have occurred.
The staged crime scene evidence is normally not conclusive and more investigation outside the scene must take place to establish the truth. In most cases, the evidence that is gotten outside the staged crime scene is different from the one at that crime scene. This shows that the crime scene was staged in order to divert attention and create confusion so that the real perpetrators are not found. On the other hand, untouched crime scene evidence is not conclusive and comprehensive to support the crime location (Chancellor & Graham, 2014). Even if more investigations beyond the crime scene are done, they just act as confirmatory to the already in the crime scene. Moreover, untouched crime scene evidence is not tampered with unlike in the staged crime scene whose main goal is to destroy and conceal evidence of that particular crime.
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